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THE MANIFOLD GREATNESS OF CHRIST 

A Palm Sunday Mediation from Mark 12:1-11 

 

What is Palm Sunday and why do we celebrate it? 

 

Palm Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate the greatness of Jesus’ Christ. Yes, every Sunday should 

celebrate the greatness of Jesus; but Palm Sunday is a unique time in the Christian calendar to ascribe 

praise and honor and glory to the true messiah, Jesus. 

 

While Palm Sunday is at one time an opportunity to celebrate Jesus’ greatness, it’s at the same time, an 

opportunity to miss Jesus’ greatness altogether. Many of those who were with Jesus on the very first Palm 

Sunday missed it. John’s gospel gives further insight that “the reason why the crowd went to meet him was 

that they had heard had done this sign (raised Lazarus).” And even, “His disciples did not understand these 

things at first…”  

 

How is this possible when they laid down cloaks before Jesus, waved palm branches and sang, “Hosanna, 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! 

Hosanna in the highest”? First, it’s true that the spreading of garments was a gesture of great reverence 

and respect shown usually to kings (2 Kings 9:12-13), but it was likely used to recognize other kinds of 

leaders as well.1 For Jesus, these garments were symbolic of nothing more than his status as a prophet or a 

potential political leader; of course Jesus was far more than either of these. Second, the palm branches 

and “Hosanna” refrain were things that accompanied several Jewish festivals of that day. Psalm 118:25-

27: 

 

Save us [Hosanna], we pray, O LORD! 

O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

 

The phrase blessing “the coming kingdom of our father, David” was one repeated daily in a prayer 

anticipating the longed-for political independence and return of the rule of God in Israel.  

 

                                                      

1 For an army general see Plutarch, Cator Minor 7  
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By the time of the first Palm Sunday, those gathered were more excited about seeing a famous sign-

worker and preparing for Passover festivities than they were about Jesus himself. They were so enthused 

about celebrating the holiday, they missed celebrating one in whom the holiday finds its ultimate 

fulfillment! So spiritually dull were they that less than a week later, they would demand Jesus’ crucifixion. 

 

Nothing in Mark 12 (or any other gospel account of the triumphal entry) indicates that the Jews who 

welcomed Jesus actually understood his true significance. 

 

This time of year, we can fall into the very same trap without even knowing it. We can either get so 

excited about Palm Sunday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday festivities that we miss delighting in the 

manifold greatness of the person of Jesus Christ. Or we can grow so numb to Jesus’ greatness that we fall 

into mere religious routine, remembering the “what” but forgetting the “why.” If we’re honest, distractions 

and routine are liable to trip us up on any given Sunday – especially pastors! 

 

This morning is an opportunity to pause, shake off the distractions, interrupt the routine, and reflect on and 

rejoice in the true and paradoxical greatness of Jesus Christ. 

 

Consider the greatness of Jesus’ majesty, equal with the Father in every respect, owing nothing to any 

created thing, and supreme over everything. He is higher than every king and earthly authority, higher 

than any angel and higher than the very highest heaven. He is infinite in knowledge, inexhaustible in 

power, and incalculable in worth. How much greater still must Jesus’ humility be to forsake his divine 

privileges and be found in the form of a man, foregoing being the first to be found the last, obliging 

himself the least of all to serve a sinful humanity? 

 

Consider the greatness of Jesus’ power, by which the entire universe was created – everything from the 

microscopic bacterium to the massive blue whale, from the smallest sub-atomic particle to the largest known 

star (some 1.5 billion miles across). All things he created and at the moment of his creation, his power was 

not diminished in any way. Not only has he created all things by his power, this same power sustains all 

things moment to moment – and to think our Lord never tires or grows weary! How much greater still must 

Jesus’ patience be to tolerate our shortcomings, bear our infirmities, and wait to finish inaugurating his 

Father’s kingdom on Earth in order that you and me might have an opportunity to repent and believe on 

him! 

 

Consider the greatness of Jesus’ wrath, full of fury against all the unrighteousness of men fueled by a 

supreme and holy hatred of sin, ready to execute his infinitely just judgment at the proper time, destroying 

the rebellious to the uttermost. How much greater still must Jesus’ loving kindness be to seek out the most 
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vile of sinners, proclaiming to them the coming of the kingdom, healing their diseases, casting out their 

demons, forgiving their sins, and taking upon himself the full curse and punishment for their sin? 

 

Consider the greatness of Jesus’ purity, unblemished and undefiled in every way; having been tempted in 

every way we are, yet without sin, living in a fallen and corrupt world yet uncorrupted by any evil, 

obeying always every command from the Father without any hint of a bad attitude or sinful lust. How much 

greater still must his love for us be to embrace every one our intolerable sins as his own, taking on the guilt 

and shame, being condemned and utterly forsaken by his Heavenly Father? 

 

Christ, in all his supremacy and greatness, invites you to come to him and trust him. He invites you to lay 

down your sin and rebellion and surrender everything to him and receive in return full and everlasting 

enjoyment in life-giving, unobstructed fellowship with the God of the universe! Amazingly, Jesus’ greatness 

is no barrier to fellowship: his greatness is precisely what enables and empowers our fellowship with him! 

For without Jesus’ triumphal procession from the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem there could be no criminal 

procession out from Jerusalem to calvary. 

 

Just because the significance of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem was missed on the first Palm Sunday, it doesn’t 

mean that it must be missed on this Palm Sunday. Have you seen and savored the manifold greatness of 

the Lord, Jesus Christ? Have you yielded your life to this great King of kings and Lord of lords, “righteous 

and having salvation…humble and mounted on a donkey?” 


